Dr. Richard Steiner (rsteiner@ymail.yu.edu) September
SEM 6461 Biblical Hebrew

Course Objective: To impart an active knowledge of Standard Biblical Hebrew, so that
students will be struck by linguistic anomalies in the Bible and thereby anticipate the
questions posed by philologically oriented exegetes like Ibn Ezra, Rashbam, and
Radak.

Textbook: T. O. Lambdin, Introduction to Biblical Hebrew. Almost the entire book 1s
covered.

Reference Works:

1. A. Even-Shoshan, 7¥7n 71°X377pP2%p. The only concordance that provides vitally

important information about collocation (word combination).

2. BDB = F. Brown, S. R. Driver, and C. A. Briggs, A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the
Old Testament. A classic work, still unsurpassed for the wealth of information it
provides about the usage of common words.

. L. Koehler and W. Baumgartner, The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament,
3rd edition. Important as a guide to recent research, especially in the area of Semitic
cognates.

4. P. Joton and T. Muraoka, A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew. A classic French work,

translated into English and updated through the addition of summaries (not always
accurate) of recent publications in the field.

W

Topics Covered: orthography (the Tiberian system of pointing), phonology (gemination,
vowel length, stress, syllable structure, reduction, alternation of reduced vowels with
full vowels, compensatory lengthening), morphology (the definite article, prefixed
prepositions, the conjunction, suffixed pronouns, the regular verb in all binyanim,
irregular verb types), syntax (passive, causative, reflexive; clause types), vocabulary

Requirements: attendance, homework, quizzes (if given), cumulative final exam. There are
two meetings of the course per week (each for 75-80 minutes), at each of which 2
chapters of the text are covered. The homework for each meeting is (a) to review the
chapters covered in the previous meeting, memorizing the forms in them and the rules
presented in class; (b) to read in advance the new chapters to be covered; (c) to
translate 7-8 English sentences from the text into fully vocalized Standard Biblical
Hebrew. In cases where the translation requires an idiomatic phrase, you should justify
your answer by giving biblical parallels (include chapter, verse and Hebrew text),
located using the concordance or BDB. The papers are returned and reviewed at the _
beginning of the next meeting. Homework may be delivered to my home (147-07 69th
Road, Kew Gardens Hills), but under no circumstances is it accepted less than 24 hours
before the class in which it is reviewed. Students with an excessive number of
absences or missing homeworks may be asked to take the course at another time.
Students are encouraged to study together, but homework must be done individually;
those who wish to correct their homeworks with the help of another student before
submitting them should submit two copies of the homework. The homeworks should
be viewed as a preview of the final exam, which will contain a passage based on them.
Issues discussed in the class review of the homework may well be incorporated into the
exam.

Grading: The grade for the course is normally the grade on the final exam.
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How to Analyze a Vocalized Hebrew Word

The procedure consists of six partially ordered steps; most changes in the order will
result in circularity.

1. nnyvi -- Determine whether the main stress is ¥192 (on last full vowel) or 2°y%n
(on next-to-last full vowel) by finding the word in the 7”an (or the Even-Shoshan concordance)
and examining the position of its DYY. Be sure the DYV in question is not one of the
prepositive ones (271", 119172 XW*5N) or postpositive ones (2110, XPTY, ROWD, 7IVP XRWIIN);
see Joiion-Muraoka, pp. 64-5. Minimal pairs for stress position: P3P, X3, etc.
991 1YY X121 ORI D21 DY NWR OK3 A0V K23 A3 1P22 PIRD 123 WD X121 °X13 93
RD.0° 12 3701 \54 R POIIPTD 733707 27) AnIEn YR ORI-TY 1IN NAD PRI TORD
92y 1Y ,nbynd oyvnws ,av ,0p ,R1 MWD ,MPMK NP A0 721 WY 12°0 931 ;I an
,IMI° 2w 737 (0,8 MT) ISR Anp (1,12 '72) LR ST (B,13 '32) A3, T A3 LK
ANOR) L,IRXN Oy X2 (,W2 '932) M3 ,‘1'71711 PRIy Aavyaw 137 ,ann '(W)‘? X171 nonb ayvava
(1,70 /72 >"w7) 72w R°7 P23) R XO7 23 (77,2
(R,0 "yw*) TR K "2 7R 0P

2. O°WAT -- Determine which are 0°pP11 (quantitative, indicating a long consonant) and
which are D*9p (qualitative, indicating a plosive rather than a fricative pronunciation of the
NnB3722 letters) by means of the following rule: If the W37 is in the first letter of the word
(except in cases of P°117) or if it follows a KW, it is 5?; if not, it is PIN. The result can
sometimes be checked using another rule: If the W17 is not in one of the NB3732 letters, it is
not »p. (The converse is not true: no rule is possible if the W37 is in one of the N7
letters.) Minimal pairs for consonant length: (7,1 ‘P™1) NIX°2N N2370 NRYA 1HW2 NNy
vs. (2,77P*1) /7 OWR DR N2R°2N YT and (27,7 IPR) DHINY NIAWHD 00 vs. DIy 7A1
(1,:‘1?3 21°R) VWBR; cf. PPWIT PRYDIY PBI P°on. Note redundant 7197 sign denoting absence
of op waT.

3. my1an - Determine which are M%173 (long) and which are Mivp (short) according
to the theory of R. Yosef Qimbhi.

Long Short
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Note that Y1p appears in both columns, because there are two types in the Sephardic reading
tradition: 7173 Y2 (pronounced [a] = NND) and JVP YR (pronounced [o] = 0%n); cf. Ibn
Ezra: "0 12 5?1 NNBAN 121 02NN 12 YRRV M2Y2 12 RIOP1 W 7D Yp X7 yhpm
(D221%1 19D) NP, At this point in the procedure, they cannot be distinguished. Rules are
given for distinguishing them in 6 below, but they are notoriously problematic because the

Tiberian Masoretes, who invented the signs, did not make this distinction. The distinction is
valid only for the Sephardic reading tradition, the tradition of the medieval grammarians.

4. OXW -- Determine which are 0°¥1 (reduced vowels) and which are 0°n3 (place
markers indicating the absence of a vowel) by identifying their environments.



Environments for ¥3 alone:
[Ann] = 7, [Anyvin-nbal 12T YN TINR] = 2,°010-°0%3] 13w [Xw] = 2,790 wRI2 = X
TR [17a] = 1,[790-"n%2] waT

Environments for Nl alone: (a) at the end of the word,! (b) the first of two consecutive
ORI, (c) after a 1aVP Y120, unless rule 7 applies (PN but 3IN) or unless rule i1 applies,
(d) betore WaT.

Note that rules 3 and (c) cannot be used where the preceding vowel is Y2p.
Note also that the environments often overlap, as in '|D’??J

Minimal pairs for X1 (or vowel length): IX7(*)?, (), n?;ng, etc.
(Tv 7 5w 1701 72X DR ND) S 1w XY Shwn qon 13w k5 1P
... TAX PIDDM PIN IR XN 270 Hn PR WP D1 DUWIRD AN MND YR AR W 9D
.(328 W2 "IN DAYV PPITIPTY)

5. M2 -- Determine which are open (CV), which are closed (CVC), and which are
doubly closed (CVCC; found only at end of word) by dividing the word into units which begin
with a consonant immediately followed by a vowel. Moving backwards from the end of the
word, find the first consonant immediately followed by a vowel and draw a line (representing
the syllable boundary) before it; find the second consonant immediately followed by a vowel
and draw a line before it; etc.

Keep in mind that syllabification is based on speech sounds (consonants and vowels)
rather than written signs (letters and M7Ip1). More specifically, (a) ¥3 XW counts as a vowel
but M3 X does not, (b) long consonants (indicated by P11 ¥37) count as two consonants, and
(c) some letters (unpointed X or any other unpointed letter in non-final position; IX*IP MNX =
1 and ” serving as vowel letters and final 7 without p°90) do not represent any consonant.

If you have followed the procedure correctly, you will find that every letter with a U137
P11 is bisected by a syllable boundary and that, outside of doubly closed syllables, every letter
with a P W17 is preceded by a syllable boundary and every X1 (whether 13 or ¥3) is followed
by a syllable boundary. (Note: The traditional view that a ¥2 X or 5O cannot be the sole
vowel in a syllable and, hence, that 122¥" consists of only two syllables is based on a notion of
"syllable" different from the ones current today.)

Assign each syllable to one of the following categories: (a) closed unstressed, (b) closed
stressed, (c) open unstressed, (d) open stressed.

6. D"¥1P -- Determine which are 0°2173 and which are 2°2bp by Sephardim) by
applying the following rule wherever possible: A K?)p in a closed unstressed syllable is JUP; a
Y»p which is not in a closed unstressed syllable is 273, Note that, when y2p is followed by
X, 1t 1s possible to apply this rule in some instances (e.g., i @72, 12W, 1377, 72OV2) but
not in others (e.g., in Y273, M72X). When it is not, we can examine alternations. A yBp
which exhibits free variation with ¥13p (e.g., 1277?) and/or alternation with 891 when not
followed by RW (c.g., WIp, TIX) is a JUp Y2P; thus, 1273 and 273 show that 1773 has a yop
JoP. A YmPp which remains unchanged when not followed by X is a 9172 yp; thus, 22%
shows that 192X "she ate" has a 2173 y»p. When all else fails, we can check the Babylonian
vocalization.

1 The Masoretes usually omit X in this position, but there are exceptions; cf. Ibn Ezra, Sefer
Sahot 6b-Ta: 27yN° XPW 2P WY RIW °PY 1N NN XKW TPIY 37 DAY DIpInT pa
1192p DR NIMART,NMONA WX 1T 0N 72,7V 0 LRII20D CWIAN AT ] ....00T P oy
A% PEND™ TPANT MW °3 OIR 2WN? XY 12 WY P9Ik .Tpran b



