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A. Hyman, ed., Maimonidean Studies, vol. 2, pp. 95-121.
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appreciated a third introduction on Maimonides’ Jewish philosophic
sources...Such philosophers as Bahya ibn Pakuda (who is mentioned
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epistemology is already implicit in a medieval Jewish source, namely, the work
of Ibn Ezra.

68. The contrast to Halevi is easily understood on one level. Yet it does have
its surprising elements, given the contact between the two, and the legend that
Ibn Ezra was Halevi’s son-in-law. This legend apparently first appeared in
Gedalia Ibn Yahya’s Shalshelet ha-Qabbalah’ For discussion, see Ben-
Menahem, ‘Inyane Ibn Ezra, pp. 224-240. One interesting effort to shatter the
contrast between Halevi and Ibn Ezra is a novella or "historical tale” (Sippur
histori) by the Reform leader and publicist, Ludwig Philippson (1811-1889),
editor of the Allgemeine Zeitung des Judentums. See his Rabbi Avraham Ibn
Ezra: Sippur Histori (Warsaw, 1911), which I assume to be a translation of a
never-published German version. In Philippson’s re-telling of the legendary
relationship Halevi emerges as a kind of Nathan the Wise figure: a rich courtier,
and leading Jew of the age. Halevi’s daughter (like Nathan’s) comes to know
and inspire the affections of a Templar. Halevi’s daughter (like Nathan’s) is
saved from death, but not by the Templar, but rather by Abraham Ibn Ezra. Not
only does Ibn Ezra save Halevi’s physical life, but also her spiritual existence,
by preventing her from dating the Templar. Thus, the daughter of Yehudah
Halevi—the symbolic arch-opponent of “assimilation"—is saved from
assimilating by the great symbol of acculturation, Abraham Ibn Egzra,
Philippson’s tale would seem to be directed at those who would argue that
Halevi’s rejection of foreign culture (which Philippson’s tale forcefully disputes)
is hopelessly misguided and confusing for those who have no choice but to share
a single linguistic and economic arena with representatives of other cultures.
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