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MAIMONIDES’ BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

DESCRIPTION: Maimonides’ philological, literary and historical interpretations of Scripture in
light of his rabbinic and philosophical sources, as well as the medieval Babylonian-Iberian peshat
school. Exegetical goals of the Guide; selections from other Maimonidean writings. Biblical texts

and topics: Genesis 1-5 (Account of Creation), anthropomorphic depictions of God, prophecy,
derivation of halakhah, Job, Song of Songs.

REQUIREMENTS. Lectures are based on sources and readings (see bibliography, pp. 3 ff))
indicated on the syllabus below and must be prepared prior to class meetings. A research paper is
due at the end of the semester. Please consult me to choose a topic (my e-mail: cohenm@yu.edu).

BIBLIOGRAPHY. See p. 3 below. You should acquire Maimonides: The Guide of the
Perplexed, [Hebrew] trans. Michael Schwarz (Tel Aviv, 2002), a superb new annotated edition
with a comprehensive, up-to-date bibliography of Maimonidean scholarship.

SYLLABUS

UNIT 1: Portrait of Maimonides as Biblical Interpreter
Sources: Guide, introduction, pp. 9-11 (Schwarz ed.)
ReadingssTwersky 1993; Klein-Braslavy 2000 +

UNIT 2: Maimonides’ notions of Peshat and Derash
Sources:
17209 MIWN DY ;2 YW, NNNNN 99D, 07D
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Reading: Elbaum 2000:75-94, 107-131 (includes sources in Ibn Ezra and Maimonides)

UNIT 3: Halakhic Exegesis
Sources in Mishneh Torah:
VAN DAY 1WA A DY 1-N N I MY ; 3 /90 0w, (37279 79 0Y) N: 3 DN NN
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Reading: Weiss-Halivni 1991:79-88

UNIT 4: Exegetical Goals of the Guide: Reconciling Scripture and Reason
Sources: Guide, introduction (pp. 11-19 in Schwarz ed.), 11:29, 47
Readings: Segal 1977:989-996
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UNIT 5: Rationalist Interpretation of Scripture in the Babylonian-Iberian Tradition
Sources:
191 ,17-18 10y I 11N TPYNIDY 7D WP
N N YYD WANT WP NN ; 20V-MY /DY Rapal’ e (alalnlimiap ) N
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Reading: Brody 2000

UNIT 6: Philological Exegesis
Source: Guide 1:1, 43
Readings: Harvey 1988; Hyman 1991; Strauss 1963 “Xi-Xxxil

UNIT 7: Literary Analysis
Sources: Guide, introduction, I:15
Readings: Klein-Braslavy 1988; Cohen 2003:1 18-136, 180-188

UNIT 3: Song of Songs
Reading: Rosenberg 1990 (includes sources in Maimonides)

UNIT 9: Meshalim in Prophecy
Sources: Nahmanides on Gen 18:1; compare Rashi, Rashbam, Ibn Ezra ad loc.
Reading: Cohen 2003:196-200

UNIT 10: Account of Creation
Sources: Guide 11:25, 30
Readings: Klein-Braslavy 1987:9-46, 63-69; Cohen 2003:216-223

UNIT 11: Job — Philosophical Reading
Sources: Guide 111:22-23
Readings: Levinger 1988; Greenberg 1992; Cohen 2003:1 88-196

UNIT 12: Job — Literary Reading
Reading: Cohen, forthcoming

UNIT 13: Zahir an-Nass (Peshat?) and Historical-Cultural Analysis of Torah Law

Sources: Guide 111:29, 41
Readings: Twersky 1980:387-391, 430-447, Levinger 1989:56-66; Kamin 1991:12*-26*

UNIT 14: Overview of Maimonides’ Biblical Exegesis
» Bacher 1896; Rosenberg 1981 ¥
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