
Eric S Levy
Fulterton says that Eliphaz is partially comfortaining and partially critical



Eric S Levy
Everyone has some sins, but the Tzadik doesn't get destroyed.  So explains Job that he's rightous since he still is alive.

Eric S Levy
Your children however, obvoiusly were not rightous since they are now dead.

Eric S Levy
Eliphaz implies that Job does not turn to God, but rather to idol-worship or magicians for help



Eric S Levy
Hoffman since this view is too simplistic.  In fact, all of Eliphazs words of comfort contain possible criticisms as well, as if Eliphaz is impying without stating Jobs problems

Eric S Levy
Why does Eliphaz hedge his bets, and also, why bring up theodicy at all.  Iyov didn't question God in chapter 3, all he asked for was an end to his troubles (in death).  Wliphaz should have comforted him, and no more. 

Eric S Levy
Answer: Eliphaz's Dogma is on the line, so he needs to protect it at Iyov's expense



Eric S Levy
This concept of Tzadik receiving punishments, but in the end getting batter is new to Eliphaz in the Bible.  It requires Gosd to be right, Iyov to be Rightous, and Iyov's suffering to be justified

Eric S Levy
Iyov is not amused.

Eric S Levy
Speech 2: After Iyov rejects Eliphaz's Dogma, Eliphaz must find greater sin in Iyov.  For his second speach he says the sin is that which Iyov speaks.

Eric S Levy
Eliphaz now focuses only on the sinner, and not how a Tzadik will be finally rewarded.  That's got to hurt.

Eric S Levy
Eliphaz can't understand why Iyov doesn't accept he theosophy, and it really angers and frustrates him as a dogmatist. 

Eric S Levy
Even here, Eliphaz does not say that Iyov commited any sins



Eric S Levy
Speech 3: Eliphaz accuses Iyov of the worst kind of sins, and in quantity. 

Eric S Levy
New dogma: If Iyov suffers, he must have sinned in kind

Eric S Levy
Eliphaz accuses him of public sins.  He could have gone with private sins, but since we the reader know from chapter 1-2 that Iyyov committed no sins, everyone knows that these public sins are bogus.  Why take this kind of chance?  Eliphaz needs something big to justify his Dogma, and he's willing to put reality aside to do so.



Eric S Levy
Iyyov doesn't understand why he suffers, but he believes in God, so he won't superimpose his own philosphies, based on a bogus reality, on God.  Eliphaz has God behave the way Eliphaz wants him to behave.
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