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Occurring some 4000 times in the Bible, £7 is certainly the most
common particle in the Hebrew language 1). Tt is also the word with
the widest and most varied range of nuances and rneanings. J.
PeDERSEN calls it the most comprehersive of all Hebrew particles 2),
Furthermore, it is used in extra-biblical texrs, such as the Siloam
inscription 3) and the Lachish letters %), and continued to be used,
albeit much less frequently, in mediseval and modern Hebrew ).
The diminution of its use in later Hebrew, when compared to its
high frequency in the Bible, is rather strange 6),

K7 in other Semitic Langnages

K1 is frequently employed in other Semiric lenguages as well. We
find it in Ugaritic and Phoenician as £, which in Punic developed

1) Is. iii 24 is to be excluded from this study. There 47 is a noun meaning
“branding” (cf. Arab. £4, cauterisation, root m3). Cf. B. Stapg, ZAW 26
(1906), p. 134f. This has been contested by I. T. Mk, Bib 31 (1950), p. 216,
who refers to 1QIsa, which has: PW3 *DY nnn "2: “instead of beauty shame”
(RSV). Cf. also F. Nérscuer, 177 1 (1951), p. 300; H. WILDBERGER, Jesaje
(1972), p. 136. 1QIsa, however, scems to have added D2, when this use of *9
was no longer understood. Cf. G. R, Driver, /TS 2 (1951), p. 25 —Accordiag
to J. RempER, V7T 4 (1954), p. 294: G. R. Driver, PEQ 104 (1972), p. 644,
also in Job xxxix 27, £/ is a noun meaning “vulture” (cf. Arab. £y, ibis, bustaid,
pelican; LXX: y%d). But this £7 could be the emphatic particle (cf. infra): “Is
it zt your command that the eagle mounts up, yea, makes his nest high?”

9 J. PepeRSEN, Israel: Its Life ond Cilture, 1-11 (1926), p. 118; cf. J. MurLexn-
BURG, “The Linguistic aad Rhetorical Usages of the Particle %9 in tke Old Testa-
ment”, HUC A 32 (1961), p. 1354, esp. p. 136.

3 Siloam, line 3.

%) Cf. H. Torczyner, The Lachish ILetters (1938), p.201; C-F. Jean-].
Hcerrrjzer, DISO, p. 118,

% Cf. R. Avcavay, The Complete Hebrew-English Dictionary (1965), p. 10144.;
E. BeN YEeuupa, Thesaurus totius Hebraitatis, 5, p. 23268,

) M. H. SeGAL, A Grammar of Mishnaic Heprew (1958), p. 146: “*3 is comman
in Mishnaic Hebrew on'y with ) as an interrogative particle, *2). *P alone is
preserved only in elevated diction, under the influence of BH, or in a poetical
passage like MQ 25b”,
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into £°, &b, kb, £<7), and into chy, ch and co in Plautus’ Poesdus 931,
938, 941 5). In Ugaritic the proclitic & is used as an emphatic particle
before the verb at the end of a clause %), and as a Gonjunction in-
troducing objective, causal, temporal or conditional clauses: “that,
because, for, when, if” 19). According to C. H. Gorpox, in UT 2064,
21, & calls for the translation “which, that”, replacing the relative
pronoun ). Phoenician & is frequent in the sense of “for, because”,
whereas in its temporal use, its use as an emphatic adverb and its
use as a conjunction introducing an object clause, it is quite rarely
attested 12). The Moabite inscription of Mesha also shows a few in-
stances of &y (lines 4, 3, 17, 27, 28) with an exclusively causal meaning.
In Ancient and Imperial Aramaic too, the only use of &y thus far
attested is tae causal one 1%). Epigraphic South Arabian has a particle
#, chiefly employed with temporal and causal meanings, and intro-
ducing object clauses. It can have a consecutive/final mearing too 14),
Akkadian has a particle £7/&Z, which corresponds to Hebrew £ as

") Cf. J. Friepricn, Phinizisch-Punische Grammatik (1951), § 109; S. SEGERT,
A Granmar of Phoenician and Punic (1976), § 57.3.

8) Cf. M. SznYCER, Les passages puniques en iranscription latine dans le “Poentilus”
de Plante (1967), p. 55f.; 102f.; 120f.

) Cf. C. H. Goroon, UT, § 917; 19.1184; K. Aarrun, Dic Partikeln des
Ugaritischen (1974), p. 31f. J. AwstuerTner, WUS, nr. 1272, ascribes to £ the
adverbial meaning “so”, e.g. in 2 Aqht V, 15: gm. latth. Eysh, whilst classifying
othet cases of emphatic & with the temporal conjunction, e.g. U7 52, 39: i/
altm. Rypt.

19) C. H. Gorpon, U7, § 12.3; 19.1183; J. Asstrerr~er, WUS, nr. 1271, In
Ugaritic the particle-conjunction £ (ki) can bz confounded with its non-homo-
nymic homograph £ (ka), which is a preposition corresponding o Hebrew ?
and meaning “like, as” (U7, § 19.1182). Note also the use of ky with mater lec-
tionis in UT 1015, 7; 1021, 13; 2060, 17.19; 2061, 9-10. This orthograph supports
the vocalisation &7 as in Hebrew 2 for the particle, in contrast to the preposi-
tion ka.

1) UT 2064, 21: w. Iht. alpre. brtm k. rgmt. Jy, “and the requisition for plow
oxen that you mentioned to me”. Cf. U7, § 19.1184. But this interpretation is
not the only cne possible. With K. AarTun, /c. ciz., we can translate: “und eine
Pflugrinder-Tafel hast du mir, farwahr, genanat” (emphatic £).

?) Temporl: Ahiram 1 (uncertain; of. H. Doxner - W. RéLLG, KAl 1,
p- 3); emphatic: CIS 4, 3; Esh. 12-13; object clause: RES 1215, 7; Poen. 931;
941.—Cf. J. FraeprICH, 0p. cit., § 257c; Z. S. Harris, A Grammar of the Phozni-
cian Language (1936), p. 64 and 10¢; S. SEGERT, 0p. vit., § 67.4; C F. Jeax - J.
Horrrjzer, LI5S0, p. 117f.

) Anc. Aram.: KAT 202 A, 13; 224, 22; Tmp. Aram.: KA 233, 8 (?); 266, 6;
Ahiqar 95, 98, 99, 114 (?), 119, 122, 123, 13, 138, 168, 178 (?), W8; cf. C.-F.
Jean - J. Horrtyzer, loc. cit.; S.Secert, Altaramiische Grammatik (1975),

. 235.

: H) Cf. M. HO¥NER, Altsidarabische Grammatik (1943), p. 167f.; A.F. L.
Breston, A Descriptive Grammar of Epigraphic South Arabian (19632j, § 54:1,
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well as to &715). Tt is used as a preposition with the basically com-
parative meaning “so as”, as an interrogative adverb meaning “how”
and as a conjunction. In the latter function it introduces temporal,
conditional and objective clauses ). A specific case of objective
clause is the indirect question, which may be introduced by 4/, in
such sentences as fa’al ki-i matu rigatu, “ask whether the land is
distant” (VAB 2, 7, 29) 17). Special attention is due to 47 as employed
in New and Late Babylonian to exptess an oath, either assertive or
promissory. W. Gesenius -F. Bunr and L. K&urer - W. Bauva-
GARTNER refer to Egyptian %3 18), although the former suggest that
43 might rather correspond to &dh.

Hebrew £/ is etymologically related to Ae- 1%) and thus connected
to the same preposition in cther Semitic tongues, such as Ugaritic,
Phoenician, Aramaic, Arabic (ka, kamd), Ethiopic (kama), Akkadian
(ki, kima, kian).

To sum up, we can conclude that Semitic 47 hzs a range of meanings
and uses, represented in most of the Semitic languages. In Phoenician,
Moabite and Aramaic the causal use is preponderant, whereas it is
absent from Akkadian, where the temporal, conditional and emphatic
meanings are well attested. In Arabic the deiciic motrpheme £a has
not developed into a distinct £&/s/ cortesponding to Hebiew £7.

Basic Meaning

It is commonly accepted that &7 originally is a deictic or demon-
strative word, related, as we saw, to &¢and &b ). It is a particle that
directs the attention: “that is it points or shows the way forward” 21),

%) W. von SopEN, AHw, p. 468f.; CAD 8, p. 3164.

16) W. vON SODEN, Grundriss der akkadisches Grammatik (1952), § 116d; 162d;
172; 177c.

1) W. von SopEN, GAG, § 180d.

18) W. Gesentus - F. Bunw, Helrdisches nnd araméisches Handwsrterbuchts (1917),
p. 341 (further GB); L. K6HLER - W. BAUMGARTNER, Lexicon in Veteris Testa-
menti Libros (1958), p. 431 (further LTTL).

%) Cf. KGHLER-BAUMGARTNER, LVTL, Joc. cit.

20) Thus GB; LVTL; F. Zorsiy, Lexicon Hebraicum et Avramaicum (1961),
p. 352; L. KOuLER - W. BAUMGARTNER, Flebréiisches tnd  araméiches Lexikon
(1974), p. 448 (further H.AL).

1) J. Munensure, HUC.A 32 (1961), p. 136. Cf. also T. C. Vrirzen, “Einige
Notizen zur Uebersetzung des Bindeswort ki, Von Ugarit nach Quuran, BZAW
77 (1958), p. 266ff., esp. p. 273: “Das ki ist das Wort, das die Aufimerksamkeit
in bestimmter Hinsicht spannt, aber in ganz formeller Weise; die Qualitit, die
Art, der Ton der Spannung wird bedingt durch den faktischen Zusammenhang,
den der Kontext wach ruft”.
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“It may mean that something is now coming to which we must pay
aitention” 22). This is confirmed, as J. MUILENBURG rightly states,
by the fact that &7 frequently falls outside the meter: it is given
special stress by standing metrically isolated while still giving fo:ce
to the colon which follows 23). It is of course impossible to trace the
development of the particle from its fundamental deictic use to the
different functions it assumes in Biblical Hebrew. For these functicns
had already been established before the earliest records. Thus we
must limit ourselves to a systematic survey of the different meanings
and functions of & When starting from its deictic force, we first
meet the so-called emphatic or asseverative ki, which comes closest
to this original function of the particle.

Emphatic or asseverative kf.

Although the relative frequency of emphatic £ in Ugaritic has te-
cently reinforced scholarly attention to this use of 47 in Hebrew ),
it was already known by such hebraists as W. Gesenius, E. Kénig
and P. Jotion ). Hence the somewhat hesitant wording of Browx-
Darver-Briges is siriking: “there seem also to be other cases in
which 47/ has an intensive force, introducing a statement with
emph.” 2). This £7 can be translated as “yea, surely, certainly”,
although stylistic reasons may often refrain from explicitly rendering
the word. The most quoted instance is Gen. xviii 20:

STXD 272D 90 BRRVM 71397°D ANy 070 npn

Yea, the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin
surely is very grave,

) J. PEDERSEN, Joc, cit.

#) Cf. T. H. RosInsox, “Anacrusis in Hebrew Poetry”, Werden und Wesm
des alten Testaments (1936), p. 37f., who mentions the particles as being capable
of znacrusis, but does not quote any instance of £/,

) R. Gorbis, “The Asseverative Kaph in Ugaritic and Hebrew”, JAOS 63
(1943), p. 176f.; R.T. O’CaLracnan, V7T 4 (1954), p. 175; G.R. Driver,
Caraanite Myths and Legends (1956), p. 144, n,17; T. J. Meek, “Translation
Problems in the OT”, JOR 50 (1959-60), p. 53f.; C. H. W. BREKELMANS, Ras
Shamra en het Ond Testament (1962), p. 10; J. MurLexsurG, HUCA 32 (1961),
p- 143; M. Danoob, Bib 46 (1965), p. 327.

) Cf. W. Gesentus - E. Kauvrzsch, Hebraische Gramnatik ®® (1909), § 1484
(further GK); E. Kénio, Historisth-comparative Syntax der hebriischen Spracte
(1897), § 351c; P. JouoN, Grammaire de I’ Hébren bibligue (1923), § 164d.

¢ F. BRow~ - S. R. Driver - C. A. Brices, A Hebrew and English Lexicom
(1907), p. 472 (Further BDB).



244 A. SCHOORS

In RSV we still find the translation “because” 27, although XX and
Vg left &7 untranslated, whereas TgO has deictic >aré (TgPs]: >driin).

When in Ugaritic emphatic £ is used, the verb is thrown to the
end of the clause 28). The szme syntactic phaenomenor. sometimes
appears in Biblical Hebrew 29). Next to the above-cited Gen. xviii 20,
we can refer to 2 Sam. xxiii 5; Is. vii 9 (see below); Ps. xlix 16; cii 11;
cxviil 10-12, cxx 7 3%); exxviii 2 31); Lam. iii 22. G. R. DriveER adds
to these examples Is. x 13. Although an emplatic &/ is possible in
this contest, the traditional rendeting is acceptable: “By the strength
of my hand 1 have done it, and by my wisdom, for 1 have under-
standing” (RSV) ®2). Ps. Ixxxix 2-3 can be added to the list, when

. we transfer bep/ from vs. 2 to vs. 3 (cf. BHK): pepi ki->dmarti, “With

G

my mouth I clearly admit” 23). M. Danoon presents a good case for
an emphatic &7 in Ps. cxliii 9, where he reads MT ’élpykd kissif? as
26lf ki kussiti, “my God, truly am 1 being submerged” 34).

For all that, the use of emphatic & is not limited to these cases
having a verb at the end of the clause. There are very good examples
of Hebrew sentences or clauses opening with such a £7 and we find
it even at the beginning of a literary unit. In that position, it cot-

responds to Arabic imna 3) Let us quote a couple of examples:
Is. xv 1: 7T 2R Y T a2

Yea, in the night when Ar was laid waste, Moab was undone (Contrast

7 RSV; comp. B]).

27y Cf. also BDB, p. 473. Contrast BJ: “Le cri contre Sodome et Gomorrhe
est bien grand! Leur péch¢ est bien grave”.

28y C. H. Gorvox, U7, § 9.17; G. R. Driver, /. cit. E.g. UT 621 14-15;
Tktp “ut. ktsih, “on the shoulders of Anat she sets him™.

) Cf. R. Mever, Hebrdische Grammatik (1972), § 91, 2. d; C. BRockrLaaNy,
Hebraische Syntax (1956), § 51: “Nachfolgendes Pridikat wird éfter durch "2
hervorgehoten™; R. T. O’CarrLacriaN, /o, df.

30y C. H. W. BrRexerMans, O7§ 15 (1969), p. 1738, has parsed w?&/ as a
double empaatic. This, of course, involves the existence of an emphatic waw,
which, I thiak, cannot be doubted (cf. C. H. Gorpon, U7, § 13.103; M. Pors,
JAOS 73 (1953), p. 956f.; M. Davoov, Palms III (1970), p. 400f.: Jovox,
§ 177 I-m; R. J. Wirnvianys, Hebren Syntax (1976), § 435. In any case, the waw
is not above suspicion, since it is absent from two mss. and has no equivalent
in the ancient versions.

31) Listed by BDB, p. 473. in the group of causal A7

) So BJ: G. Fonrer, Das Buch Jesaja I (1966), p. 154; H. WILDBERGER,
Jesaja (1972), p. 390: A. Scrioors, Jesaja (1972), p. 88.

33) M. Danoop, Psalms 11 (1968), p. 308£.

31y M. Duwsoop, Psalms T17T (1970), p. 325.

35y A. Sociw - C. BrRocxerMany, Arabische Grammatik (1925), § 141a; W,
riGHT, 4 Grammar of the Arabic Langnage 1 (1967), § 362m.
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Surely the Lord Yahwe does nothing, without revealing his secret to
his servants the prophets (RSV).

Other instances are Is. 1 29; i 6; ifi 1; xv 9; xxxii 13; Ixv 16; Ps.
xviii 29-30; Ixxvii 125 cxxxvi (refrain); Job v 2; xxviii 1; Prov.
xxx 1; Ecc. vii 7. [n Job xxxviii 5 and Prov. xxx 4, the emphatic
& has an ironical nuance: “Surely you know” 36) Of coutse, this
list can be expandec, and there arc cases where it is hard to ascertain
whether the 47 is emphatic or has another syrtactic function. So 2
Kings xxiv 20, which most commentators interpret as a causal ex-
planation of vs. 19: “He did what was evil... Far because of the
anger of the Lord it came to the point in Jerusalem and Judah that
he cast them out from his presence” (RSV). But the 47 can also be
explained as an asseverative parcticle: “It was actnally because the
Lord was angry enough with Jerusalem and Judah to banish them
from his presence that it came about that Zedekiah rebelled” ),
Brown-DRIVER-Bricas mentions Is. viii 3 as a verse that is capable
of several interpretations: the 47 could mean “surelv’, “no, but” or
“or”. The last meaning certainly is the most obvious 383,

In his commentary on the Psalms, M. Diroop has greatly en-
larged the frequency of emphatic A&7 to some 83 instances in the Book
of Psalms alone ). This number appears to >e exaggerated. The
gieat majority of his proposals offers no improvement of the tradi-
tional, mostly causal, parsings of £/, or are at best uncertain 40). Some
instances where his suggestion improves our understanding of the
test are: Ps. Ixviii 36, where reading an emphatic &7 rules out an
unintelligible suffix -A7; Ixxi 23 1); Isxvi 11, a very difficult verse,
but 47 seems to be emphatic; Ixxxv 942); xc 7%); civ 13, where

"“) BDB, p- 473, mentions these verses among the instances of causal i,
w{xzch} is hard to accept. GB, p. 342, classes them with conditional 47,

) T. J. Mex, JOR 50 (1959-6)), p. 47F.

*) Cf. BDB, p. 474; A. ScHoORs, Jesaja (1972), p. 80

) Cf. Al Danoop, Psalms 11T (1970), p. 40261, for a listing of the instances
where he suggests an emphatic £7. )

NI thit:lk the f.'ollowing instances can be left out: with postposition of the
verb: Ps. IJY._7; Ivi 13; lix 10.18; Ix 4; xc 4; cix 23; without postposition of the
vetb: Ps. Ixiii 2; Ixxv 3;cii 5.14; cxvi 1-2; exix 161 ; exxxvili 2; &F introducing a
whole sentence: Ps. xvi 8; xxii 29; xxvi 1 Ixvi 6; Ixxxix 18; cxix 43.111; cxxv 3.

M) “My lips will shout for joy, when 1 sing praises to you” (RSV), is rather
flat, when compared to Danoon’s: “My lips will resound with jov—indeed will
I'sing to you—"". o

2) Cf. J. vax DER PLOEG, Psalmen IT (1974), p. 73.

“:)1 Cf. H. J. Kraus, Psalmen IT (1966), p. 627; J. van pER PLOEG, 0p. dif.,
p. 110,



246 4. SCHOORS

reading ar emphatic &7 frees us from an embarrassing change of
person: ki tisha® hi’dres, “the eatrth is fully imbued” Wy, cxvi 16;
cxxxv 5; cxxxix 4; cxli 5%%). Danoop rightly illuminates some in-
stances where &7 emphasizes a special part of the clause, such as a
pronoun or a noun, although here again the larger part of his new
proposals are superfluous or incorrect 46), Ps. x 14 has r@’ité ki-
’altd, “‘you have seen yourself”, where &7 emphasizes the pronoun
>attd. Also Ps. cxxxix 13 should be mentioned here, although Danoop
lists it with &7 introducing a whole sentence: &-’attd qanita kilyitay,
“yes, you created my teins yourself”. In Ps. Ixviii 29, MT siwwi
éloheykd “izzekd *7) should be read sawweélh >élohay ki-nyzekd, “Send,
my God, your strength”, where &7 emphasizes the noun ‘wzgekd.
Danoop goes so far in his distinctions as to make special entries of
emphatic & with precative perfect and emphatic 4/ with jussive.
Among the former category only Ps. iii 8 deserves to be retained:

NI QWY W 1Y C2R=HDOVNR DO MBR YW e any

AvaC

The imperatives gdwé and #6iieni call for a precative perfect in
hikkita and §ibbarta. When reading e as ‘atti, we obtain a very
satisfactory translation: “Rise up, O Yahwe, save me, my God!
O that you yourself would smite all my foes on the jaw! Smash the
teeth of the wicked! ) In Ps. Ixiii 8, hdyitd is not precative; still &7
could be emphatic, although other interpretations such as causal &¢
or an object clause are quite acceptable too 4%). As to emphatic &7
with jussive, the two instances, Ps. xvii 6 and Ixxxvi 7, permit a causal
interpretation.

) This suggestion keeps its value, even if one does not accept the Phoenician
third person suffix -y in consonantal 7°%y. From myz a waw could easily be
dropped.

45) Ps. cxxxv 5; exxxix 4; cxli 5: cf. also H. J. Kraus, in foco; cxxxv 5: cf. also
J. va~ pER PLOEG, /7 Joco; cxxxix 4: cf. RSV.

46) The following instances are not to be tetzined : with pronouns: Ps. xxxix 10;
Ixi 6; Ixxxii 8; Ixxxvi 17; xci 3; cxlviii 5; with substantives: Ps. lix 10.18; Ixxviii
15; Ixxx 17; with prepositions: Ps. booxvi 3-4,

47 Cf. LXX: #vtevwaw 6 Bedg 77 Suvdper oov; Tg: RyoR WY TPB; Pesh:

as. ol Aqna. None, however, of these versions has the possessive of

the first person with “God”.

) Cf. M. Danoob, Psalms I, p.15 and 19. The emphatic meaning of &/ is
not proved in Ps. ix 5; lvi 14; Ixi 4; Ixxi 24.

1) H. J. KraUs, op. cit., p. 440, reads an emphatic particle; RSV translates:
“for thou hast been my help”; according to BJ and J. vAN DER P1OEG, op. cit.,
I, p. 368, &/ introduces the object clause depending on zekarsika ard ehgeh-bak.
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R. Gorprs has observed that in Ugaritic the preposition & (=
“like”) is a proclitic, and hence it is not separated from the word it
modifies, whereas the conjunction £ (= Heb. &7) does occur with
tie word-divider, though not invariably. He further states that in all
extant uses of £ as an emphatic, it is never separated from its verb.
Hence he deduces a presumption, though not a certainty, that the
emphatic £ is a proclitic and not a distinct word, and hence equivalent
to the Hebtew prefix and not to the vocable. This brings him to -he
conclusion that, next to the clear use of 47 as an emphatic, Hebrew
uses the proclitic &4ph also for asseverative purposes, and that gener-
aly at the end of the clause ). This use had already been remarked
by Davip Knvni, who described this £aph as mnonxa 59, which the
lzter grammarians rendered as aph veritatis. GorpIs cites a series of
biblical passages, where this &aph affords a better exegesis. E.g. Is.

xxix 2: PRMIRD D AN IR IR AR PRND mprEm

I shall afflict Ariel, and there will be wailing and lamentation, anc it
shall indeed be an Ariel (= Learth of God) to me.

Lam. i 20: D> 33 39n-n%oY ynn
Without, the sword bereaved; within, thete was death 51y,

The other instances are Num. xi 1; Is. x 13 %); Hos. iv 4; v 10;
CGb. 11; Ps. cxix 9 %3); cxxii 3; Prov. xvi 27 34); Job iii 5; Ecc. x 5 %);
Neh. vii 2 56),

In his conclusion, Gorprs explicitly states that emphatic 4aph
is used before substantives, as against &/, which modifies verbs or
an entite clause. This, however, is in opposition to his argument
that in Ugaritic, emphatic £ is never separated from its verb and thus
presents itself as a proclitic. Yet, UT 2060, 17-2 has twice &y (seriptio

89 R. Gorois, /A0S 63 (1943), p. 176f.

51) Cf. also T. F. McDaNIEL, Bib 49 (1968), p. 211.

52) “I shall bring low even the mightiest of the inhabitants”. A different
rendering which is certainly as gocd: “I bring down, like a mighty one (= with
fo:ce), those who sit on thrones”. Cf. RSV; A. ScHOORS, Jesaja, p. 88; G. FOHRER,
Das Buch Jesaja, p. 154; J. KOENIG, Bible de la Pléiade 11 (1961), p. 36.

¥} The ancient versicns do not translate the &aph. Rhythmic balance suggests
however to read: “How can a young man be pure (yizkeh)? By guarding his
path according to your word”. Cf. M. Danoob, Psalms II1I, p. 174.

) There is no reason to abandon the traditional interpretation of Ps. cxxii 3
and Prov. xvi 27.

) The kaph can have its traditional meaning “like”, as admitted by Gorpis
himself.

%) Cf. Jouon, § 133g.
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